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Angles and Claws

American Angus Association taking steps toward skeletal structure EPD.

by KINDRA GORDON, fie/d editor

Collecting foot score data for
development of a future skeletal structure
expected progeny difference (EPD)
as a selection tool is a “top priority”
for the American Angus Association,
said Kelli Retallick as she addressed
producers attending an Angus University
workshop offered during the 2017 Angus
Convention hosted Nov. 4-6, 2017, in
Fort Worth, Texas. Retallick is genetic
service director with the Association’s
Angus Genetics Inc. (AGI).

“We know we have to build a strong
foundation for our females,” Retallick
stated, referencing the need to evaluate
foot and leg structure. She shared that
since the Association began asking for
foot scores in 2014, 12,000 foot scores had
already been added to its database. The
Association was anticipating releasing a
research EPD in 2018 (see “Association
Link,” page 10, for announcement).

Foot scoring is done by observing two
measurements — foot angle and claw set.
The Association has developed a visual
guide for these measurements, scoring on
a scale from 1 to 9, with 5 being ideal for
both measurements. View the guidelines
at www.angis.org/performance/footscore/

“If we are going to continue to accelerate the
growth of cattle, then there is an increasing need
for skeletal correctness,” Ryan Rathman noted.

footscoreposterpdf- Scoring should be done
on a hard surface, while animals are
standing still. When there is variation
among an animal’s feet, the worst foot
should be scored.

Regarding foot angle, Retallick

explained, a 45° angle at the pastern joint
is ideal. There should also be appropriate
length of toe and depth of heel. Animals
that are extremely straight in their front
end and up on their toes would score a 1,
while an animal with a shallow heel and

extremely long toes would score a 9.
For claw set, symmetrical claws with

appropriate space between claws is ideal.

Animals scoring a 1 for claw set would
have extremely weak, open or divergent
claws; animals with extreme scissor claw

Featured Sires:

*Myers Keystone

*Musgrave Aviator
*SAV Mountain Sky
*Hooks Bounty

Annual Production Sale
Saturday, March 10 at 1 pm

Lunch served before at ranch

Jim Bradford: (641) 757-0796

Dale Foster: (402) 429-0911

*50 yearling bulls
*15 two-year old bulls
*10 bred females

*10 open females
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IMB Angus Ranch ~ 9 mifes southeast of Sharon Springs, Kansas

Skeletal traits are highly heritable, with
mature height being 65% heritable, noted
Rathmann. “Bones are largely determined by
genetics, so this is extremely important to
select for.”
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“If we are going to continue to
accelerate the growth of cattle, then
there is an increasing need for skeletal
correctness [to support that weight],” he
noted. “If you don’t make the skeleton
right, the animal will have a difficult time
living up to its genetic potential for all
the other traits you select for.”

Particularly for seedstock producers,
foot score and skeletal correctness are
traits not to be ignored, Rathmann
emphasized. “If you are servicing
the industry, you need to strive for
perfection because of the progeny that
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a future skeletal structure expected progeny
difference as a selection tool is a “top
priority” for the American Angus Association,
said Kelli Retallick.

Connealy Glory, Basin Payweight, Confidence Plus Cowbay Cut, Yellowstone, Red Oak, Upgrade
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