
Pause for reflection
As we charge into 2018, it’s always 

good to pause for a moment and 
recognize the accomplishments that 
were achieved by the Association during 
the past year. I couldn’t help but do so 
during the overwhelmingly successful 
National Western Angus Bull Sale gala in 
Denver. 

A year ago, we decided to revamp 
the National Western Bull sale by 
moving it out of the sale arena located 
next to the barn and into the historic 
Stadium Arena at the National Western 
Stock Show (NWSS). Moving the sale 
location was just the start. We created 
an intimate setting for the sale in the 
arena, along with providing food, drink 
and musical entertainment. It was a 
celebration of the Association’s storied 
history at the National Western while at 
the same time embracing the breed’s 
future growth.

Likewise, there were many other 
accomplishments in 2017. In July, Angus 
Genetics Inc. (AGI) released its weekly 
single-step genetic evaluation and then, 
in November, launched Angus GS™, 

the Association’s new proprietary high-
density genomic test. Certified Angus 
Beef LLC (CAB) had another record year 
of growth. 

Progress continued to be made on 
the Association’s Long Range Strategic 
Plan — culminating in the acquisition of 
Verified Beef, whose software platform 
will drive the Association’s feeder-calf 
program. 

In Fort Worth, the Association 
hosted its largest and most successful 
convention in history. 

Finally, even though it didn’t officially 
premier until early January, months of 
work were spent developing a major 
redesign of the Angus Journal.

It was a very productive year. In fact, 
one would be hard-pressed to find 
another year that had so many major 
accomplishments. While it’s gratifying 
to know we accomplished much, time 
moves on, presenting new opportunities 
and challenges in the year ahead.

Having said that, I do want to note 
one other major announcement that 
occurred right after the New Year. That 

was the retirement of Terry Cotton. 
Terry began his career with the 

Association in 1979. He spent several 
years as general manager and then 
president of Angus Productions Inc. 
(API). He played a key role in the growth 
and success of the Angus Journal and 
leveraged the magazine’s success to 
serve as the foundation for what became 
API and Angus Media. 

He began his career during the 
administration of Secretary C.K. Allen 
and ultimately served under six of the 

Association’s secretaries and chief 
executive officers. Most recently, he 
served in the role of regional manager in 
California, Arizona, Nevada and Utah.

During the past 38 years, Terry spent 
countless hours away from home and 
traveled a million-plus miles promoting 
the Angus breed, meeting with members 
and attending registered Angus sales. 
He came to understand the needs of 
the membership in a way few ever have, 
and the flamboyant manner in which he 
worked the salering will be one of his 
enduring legacies. 

Fortunately for the Association, he’ll 
continue to serve in a consulting role 
through the spring of 2018, including 
training his replacement, Jake Pickering.

So, as we embrace the future and 
celebrate Jake joining the Association, 
we also take time to recognize and honor 
the nearly four decades of contributions 
from Terry and his devoted wife, Sarah. 
Terry leaves a job well done and for that, 
we’re all grateful.

The Front Gate
by ALLEN MOCZYGEMBA, CEO, American Angus Association

2018 BOARD OFFICERS
Kevin Yon, president and chairman of the Board, 
South Carolina; cell: 803-622-4140; kyon@
pbtcomm.net • John Pfeiffer Jr., vice president  
and vice chairman of the Board, Oklahoma;  
cell: 405-880-0862; pfeiffer@agristar.ne • Don 
Schiefelbein, treasurer, Minnesota;  
cell: 303-324-5149; dschiefel@meltel.net

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2018 — James S. Coffey, 
Kentucky; cell: 859-238-0771; james@
branchviewangus.com • Chuck Grove, Virginia; 
cell: 816-390-6600; chuckgrove64@hotmail.com 
• Mike McCravy, Georgia; cell: 770-328-2047; 
mmcattle@yahoo.com • Don Schiefelbein, 
Minnesota; cell: 303-324-5149; dschiefel@
meltel.net • Mick Varilek, South Dakota; cell: 
605-680-2555; varilekangus@midstatesd.net  

Terms expiring in 2019 — Richard M. Dyar, 
Alabama; cell: 816-390-6601; rdyar@ 
farmerstel.com • Dave Hinman, Montana; cell: 
406-654-4656; hinmanangus@hotmail.com • Alan 
Miller, Illinois; cell: 217-840-6935; pvfangus@
gmail.com • Jonathan Perry, Tennessee; cell: 931-
703-6330; jjperry@deervalleyfarm.com • Barry 
Pollard, Oklahoma; cell: 580-541-1022; barry@
pollardfarms.com 

Terms expiring in 2020 — Jerry Connealy, 
Nebraska; phone: 308-544-6552; jsconnealy@
gmail.com • David A. Dal Porto, California; cell: 
925-250-5304; dplangus@aol.com • John F. 
Grimes, Ohio; home: 937-764-1198; mcfarms@
cinci.rr.com; grimes.1@osu.edu • James W. 
Henderson, Texas; cell: 940-585-6171; 
jwhenderson@bradley3ranch.com •  
Dave Nichols, Iowa; phone: 641-369-2829; 
dave@nicholsfarms.biz

Industry appointments — CAB Board, Dwight ‘Kip’ 
Palmer, Palmer Food Services, New York; office: 585-
424-3210; kpalmer@palmerfoods.com • AGI Board 
liaison, Larry Kuehn, U.S. Meat Animal Research 
Center, Nebraska; office: 402-762-4352;  
larry.kuehn@ars.usda.gov • Foundation Board, 
Lamar Steiger, Arkansas; cell: 479-531-0127; 
steiger.lamar@gmail.com • Angus Productions Inc. 
Board, Mitch Rouda, Farm Journal Media, Illinois; 
office: 847-318-0785; mrouda@farmjournal.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Allen Moczygemba, CEO; Kenny Miller, CFO;  
Chris Stallo, vice president of operations;  
Ellen Cassady, executive assistant; Diane Strahm, 
executive administrative assistant

ENTITY PRESIDENTS
Rick Cozzitorto, Angus Productions Inc. president  
Milford Jenkins, Angus Foundation president  
Dan Moser, Angus Genetics Inc. president
John Stika, Certified Angus Beef LLC president

DEPARTMENTAL STAFF
Lou Ann Adams, director of information systems; 
Tara Adwell, director of finance; Jerry Cassady, 
director of member services; Jaclyn Clark, director of 
events and education; Ellen Cassady, executive 
assistant; David Gazda, director of field services; 
Ginette Gottswiller, director of commercial 
relations; Ladena Keuhn, director of human 
resources; Clint Mefford, director of 
communications; Stephen Miller, director of genetic 
research; Kelli Retallick, director of genetic service

Jason Kenyon, assistant director of information 
systems

Brenda Weigert, operations coordinator for member 
services

american angus association®

3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997; phone: 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703;  
Office hours: (M-F) 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Central) • email: angus@angus.org  

home page: www.angus.org • facebook.com/americanangusassociation • twitter: @AngusAssoc

PH
OT

O 
BY

 K
AS

EY
 B

RO
W

N

February 20188




