
There are a lot of numbers to consider when shopping for a bull, and 
when you are buying a registered Angus bull, the list can get long. I used 
the Angus Mobile app to look up a yearling bull that sold recently. Beyond 
numbers associated with the pedigree, tattoos and birth date, I counted 
more than 75 different numbers!

The American Angus Association publishes more than 30 expected 
progeny differences (EPDs) and dollar value indexes ($Values) to aid 
in the selection of genetic traits ranging from calving ease to growth to 
carcass merit. EPDs are powerful tools. They help you compare genetic 
merit between animals of the same breed. 

Each of these EPDs also includes an accuracy estimate. Simply stated, 
accuracy is the confidence in describing the true breeding value for a 
particular trait. As more data and 

progeny records are collected, the accuracy value goes up. 
Genomic testing has been widely adopted by Angus 

breeders and allows for greatly improved accuracy on non-
parent animals, which means you can select yearling bulls 
with data as if they have already had their first calf crop.

EPDs and $Values also include percentile ranks. These 
values indicate where an animal falls on a particular trait relative to the entire Angus population. For 
example, a bull with a percentile rank of 35% for his yearling weight EPD genetically ranks in the top 
35% of the breed. The smaller number typically represents the most elite genetics for a trait. 

Keep in mind what the trait is, and remember that being in the very top percentile for traits like 
yearling height or mature weight might not be what you want for your operation.

You might also encounter some extra numbers when you start reading the sale book or get the sale 
supplement sheets. Here you may see actual performance data like weaning weight or ultrasound 
scan figures. While these numbers are incredibly important, remember that they were already 
submitted to the Association by the breeder and are taken into consideration in the calculation of the 
EPDs. Using the actual data to make a selection decision may seem logical, but know that the EPDs are 
the most proven way to describe breeding value and genetic merit.

And the most important is ...
With all of these numbers to consider, which one is the most important? I might suggest it is one 

that I haven’t even mentioned yet. 
I think an often-overlooked number, and maybe the most important one, is the registration number. 

Like a VIN on your truck, the registration number can tell you an awful lot of information. Most 
importantly, it tells you that the animal is purebred Angus and his EPDs are built from the largest 
single-breed database in the business.

With a registration number in hand, you can access the full pedigree of that animal. Knowing the 
genetic lines on the sire and dam sides helps you avoid inbreeding that can have detrimental effects 
on production. Looking up the registration number on the American Angus Association website or 
mobile app allows you to get the most current EPDs any time you need them. 

Additionally, with a registration properly transferred into your name, you are able to access other 
valuable programs of the Association. There are significant premiums being paid on feeder cattle 
enrolled in the AngusLinkSM program carrying the Angus-sired Genetics Process Verified Program 
(PVP) claim. That claim is only available with registered and transferred Angus bulls.

There are a lot of numbers to consider when making your next bull purchase. The priority you give 
those different numbers should be based on the goals and needs of your operation. Starting with a 
registration number gives you confidence that all the rest of the numbers will help you make the right 
decision for your operation. l

The most important number

American Angus Association
3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997;  

phone: 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703  
Office hours: (M-F) 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Central); 

website: www.angus.org

ADMINISTRATION
Mark McCully, CEO
Chris Stallo, COO
Kenny Miller, CFO
Martha Greer, coordinator, board relations

DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Tara Adwell, director, finance
Jerry Cassady, director, member services
Ginette Gottswiller, director, verification services
Bethany Kelly, director, human resources
Troy Marshall, director, commercial industry relations
Holly Martin, director, communications
Esther McCabe, director, performance programs 
Jaclyn Upperman, director, events and education
Brenda Weigart, operations coordinator, member services

COMMUNICATIONS
Karen Hiltbrand, specialist
Whitney Whitaker, specialist
Katy Holdener, manager, digital content
Josh Comninellis, director, video production
Donald Korthanke, manager, TV production
Max Stewart, manager, creative video
Lea Ann Maudlin, photo coordinator
Amber Wahlgren, assistant

REGIONAL MANAGERS
David Gazda, director, field services
(see page 208 for a complete listing)

2021 BOARD OFFICERS
David A. Dal Porto, president and chairman  
of the Board, California; cell: 925-250-5304; dplangus@aol.com
Jerry Connealy, vice president and vice chairman; Nebraska;  
phone: 308-544-6552; jsconnealy@gmail.com
Chuck Grove, treasurer; Virginia;  
phone: 816-390-6600; chuckgrove64@hotmail.com

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2021 — Jim Brinkley, Missouri; phone: 
660-265-5565; brinkleyangus@nemr.net • James S. Coffey, 
Kentucky; cell: 859-238-0771; james@branchviewangus.com • 
Chuck Grove, Virginia; cell: 816-390-6600; chuckgrove64@
hotmail.com • Mike McCravy, Georgia; cell: 770-328-2047; 
mmcattle@yahoo.com • Mick Varilek, South Dakota;  
cell: 605-680-2555; varilekangus@midstatesd.net  

Terms expiring in 2022 — Richard M. Dyar, Alabama; 
cell: 816-390-6601; rdyar@farmerstel.com • Dave Hinman, 
Montana; cell: 406-654-4656; hacowboyup@gmail.com • Alan 
Miller, Illinois; cell: 217-840-6935; pvfangus@gmail.com • 
Jonathan Perry, Tennessee; cell: 931-703-6330; jjperry@
deervalleyfarm.com • Barry Pollard, Oklahoma; cell: 580-541-
1022; barry@pollardfarms.com 

Terms expiring in 2023 — Mark Ahearn, Texas; cell: 972-742-
7789; tmranch@aol.com • Smitty Lamb, Georgia; cell: 229-646-
4785; smittylamb@hotmail.com • Charles Mogck, South Dakota; 
cell: 605-661-4562; mogckc1@gwtc.net • Darrell Stevenson, 
Montana; cell: 406-350-5443; stevenson.darrell@yahoo.com • 
Gerald Theis, Kansas; cell: 913-683-0775; jerrytonyatheis@ 
gmail.com

INDUSTRY APPOINTEES 
CAB Board, Dwight ‘Kip’ Palmer, Palmer Food Services,  

New York
Foundation Board, Margaret Duprey, Wellington, Fla.; Tom 

McGinnis, Shelbyville, Ky.
API Board, Bob Brunker, Kansas City, Mo.

Angus Foundation
www.angusfoundation.com

Thomas Marten, executive director
Kris Sticken, administrative assistant

Angus Genetics Inc.
www.angus.org/AGI/

Joel Cowley, president
Kelli Retallick, director, genetic and genomic programs
André Garcia, geneticist 
Duc Lu, geneticist

COMMON GROUND

Mark McCully, CEO
MMcCully@angus.org
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