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It’s never been all about the money. We do it for the tradition. We do it to 
raise a family far from the ills of the city. We do it because we can’t let 
down the generations before us who put every ounce of blood, sweat and 
tears into creating a farm or ranch they could turn over. We do it to reach 
the dream instilled in our childhood.

To keep doing it, we have to make a living.
To make sure the next generation dreams of carrying it on, we have to 

instill the dream. 

Instill the dream
That seems to get a little harder every year, doesn’t it? Especially when 

youth these days watch more Bachelor and Bachelorette than Bonanza and 
Little House on the Prairie. Society seems intent on glamorizing a jet-set 

lifestyle and exotic destinations far from the sweat equity of the farm or ranch.
Part of it is our own fault. How many times have we looked at that blown tractor tire and mumbled, 

“There has to be an easier way to make a living.” Maybe we shouted it as we tried to get a group of 
heifers out of the neighbor’s cornfield. We should probably own up to being a little bit of a sourpuss 
because we couldn’t go out to dinner because we had to vaccinate calves during the cool part of the 
day — even if it was our 20th anniversary.

It can be easy to get frustrated at one of the dirtiest, highest-risk, most dangerous jobs in America. 
Yet, it also offers some of the most thrilling adventures to some beautiful destinations — whether in 
the back 40 or near your favorite seedstock provider. It offers the opportunity to be with family while 
you work — to share a life rather than come home to it at the end of the day. It lets you share a legacy 
that’s rooted deep enough to keep generations grounded, focused and engaged. Few get to view a 
landscape long enough to see their molding of it through the decades. There’s meaning to life that 
provides food and fiber to supply family, neighbors and the world. 

Make a living
It’s a dream worthy of dreaming. To make it possible, we have to make it financially doable, and we 

may have to entice our young bachelors and bachelorettes to come back to the farm with a financial 
goal a bit above making the farm payment.

As Troy Marshall points out in his commentary “In It for the Long Haul” (see page 62), the traditions 
we in agriculture need to embrace are those of hard work, determination and ingenuity — doing it the 
same way Grandpa did, not the same thing Grandpa did.

There are still frontiers to explore to add opportunity and income to our farms and ranches if we 
look for those business opportunities. 

	ɖ Colorado ranchers Pat and Robin Karney are improving their genetics and capitalizing on value-
added programs to live the American Dream (see “Spending Time to Make Money,” page 12). 
	ɖ The Rezacs of Onaga, Kan., 2022 Beef Improvement Federation Commercial Producers of the 
Year, are bringing in the next generation with a business plan built on diversity and expanding to 
support additional family members (see “Early Buy-In,” page 26). 
	ɖ Cattleman’s Choice Feedyard of Oklahoma found its niche helping like-minded cattlemen, 
including Jimmy Taylor and Kenneth Moyer, capture the value of their improved genetics and 
management through retained ownership and using carcass information to further improve their 
cow herds and opportunities for profit (see “Capturing the Value of Your Cattle,” page 50). 
	ɖ In recent editions (visit https://bit.ly/ABBXback) we’ve explored other enterprises, including selling 
directly to the consumer.

Go ahead. Explore. Open up to ideas. Involve the next generations in interests that will entice them 
back to the farm or ranch. We have much to lose if we don’t. I 
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