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Would you rather?

One of my son’s favorite games to
ease the boredom of driving was to
play “Would you rather?” The object of
the game was to provide two choices
that put the respondent in the position
of having to choose the lesser of two
evils — for example, would you rather be
hugged by a grizzly bear or kiss a snake?

As we approach a new year, we
all tend to ask ourselves a series of
questions that help us to consider our
druthers and preferences for positive
change. Hopefully, we are blessed with
opportunities to choose options that are
beneficial and fulfilling as opposed to
picking between two undesirables.

In that spirit, my druthers for 2008
would include the following:

© An open beef export market that
makes U.S. beef available to
consumers worldwide.

© Sanity and common sense in
governmental policy relative to water
resources, energy, environmental
issues and the marketplace.

© Breakthroughs in product
development, food safety
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enhancement and enhancement of
beef value.

© A return to the core values of our
heritage, including maintaining civility
and a long-term perspective when
confronted with difficult issues.

Global market access

Some thought leaders believe that
global demand for meat will nearly double
during the next two decades due to the
rising economic wealth of consumers
in both developed and developing
nations. Pork and poultry are likely to
lead the charge, but beef demand by all
projections will also increase. Assuring
beef's quality, safety and wholesomeness
will be critical in adding momentum to an
already favorable market.

However, to realize this potential, the
markets in Korea and Japan need to be
fully reopened, and the United States
must make a decision as to their role
in the global marketplace. As attractive
as protectionist policy may be in the
short run, the industry cannot generate
wealth in the long term without a strong
global focus in the beef supply chain.

The old Irish blessing of “May you live in interesting times”

has never been more appropriate when it comes to

policy issues affecting the cattle industry. The industry

has no choice but to maintain a strong and reasoned voice

in the policy debate. Two major topics will be at the

forefront of debate in 2008 — energy and water.

Worldwide demand for beef will increase
at double the rate of domestic demand.
Increases in the human population will
largely take place outside of our borders
and thus access to these markets will
be fundamentally more important in the
future as a result.

Profitable international trade will
require that the U.S. is effective in its
ability to swap imports of grinding and
manufacturing beef (lower value) for
exports of high-quality whole-muscle

cuts; offal items such as liver; and value-

added cuts such as short plates, short
ribs and skirt meat (higher value).

Commonsense policy

The old Irish blessing of “May you
live in interesting times” has never
been more appropriate when it comes
to policy issues affecting the cattle
industry. The industry has no choice but
to maintain a strong and reasoned voice
in the policy debate. Two major topics
will be at the forefront of debate in
2008 — energy and water. Never before
has it been more important for citizens
and lawmakers to carefully consider
the unintended consequences of well-
intentioned rules and regulations.

While it seemed like a good idea
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agriculture has a place at the decision-
making table.
Breakthroughs needed

As the consumer market continues
to differentiate, investment in product
development and quality enhancement
to create value is a requirement if the
industry is to maintain a competitive
position. The ability of the beef
business to add significant value to
the chuck and round as a result of the
beef checkoff has been a significant
contributor to demand growth.

So, would you rather hold a status
quo position or make additional
investment in research and development
(R&D) as a means to stimulate greater
demand for beef? The evidence points
to the benefits of additional product
development expenditures.

The beefrecalls in fall 2007 serve
as a harsh reminder that the battle
to assure food safety is not yet won.
The industry’s record on food safety
during the past several decades has
been one of improvement. However,
if the industry is to create even better
benchmarks for safety, then the industry
must invest additional dollars into
development of microbial interventions
and other food safety technologies.

A return to our core values

Most of all, | hope we would rather
find a way to return industry and policy
debate into the realm of civility instead
of the acrimony and dissonance that
has characterized the past several
years. It is time to evaluate the very real
effects of a house divided as opposed
to a house united.

Our industry, our communities
and our nation will face very difficult
challenges in 2008. Meeting those
challenges will require statesmanship,
civil debate and visionary leadership.
Fortunately, we have a choice —
either allow ourselves to slide into
weakness resulting from cynicism and
reactionary thinking or do the work of
building an industry and our nation.

What do you prefer?

Editor’s Note: Tom Field is a professor at the
Colorado State University (CSU) Department of
Animal Sciences, where he is responsible for
the seedstock cattle breeding program of the
university teaching herd, composed of Angus
and Hereford cattle. He directs the Seedstock
Merchandising Team and teaches Food
Animal Sciences, Beef Production and Family
Ranching. He is a contributor to the research
efforts of the CSU Beef-Tec program and a
consultant for Cattle-Fax. A frequent speaker
at beef cattle events in the United States and
internationally, Field is also a partner in his
family’s commercial cow-calf enterprise,
which uses Angus as an important genetic
component.
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SUBSCRIPTION REQUEST

Please enter my subscription for 12 issues of the Angus Fournal.

Name
(7850 for one year (U.S.)
Address
Ourma .
3201 Frederick Ave. [ $80 for one year (Canada) (Payable in U.S. funds) Ty
Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997
(816) 383-5220 (78125 for one year (Foreign) (Payable in U.S. finds) State ZIP

E-mail: Ispire@angusjournal.com

APPLICATION FOR REGULAR MEMBERSHIP

American Angus Association, 3201 Frederick Avenue, Saint Joseph, Missouri 64506
(816) 383-5100  Fax: (816) 233-9703 * www.angus.org

AMERICAN ANGUS ASSOCIATION
THE BUSINESS BREED

I (we) hereby make application to the Board of Directors of the AMERICAN ANGUS ASSOCIATION for Regular Membership and, in
consideration of acceptance, agree to conform to and abide by the By-Laws, Rules and Regulations of the Association and Amendments
or Modifications thereto which may, from time to time, be adopted. By signing this application for membership, applicant irrevocably
waives any claim against and grants an absolute release to the American Angus Association, any member, employee or agent of the
Association, for any act or omission in connection with the Association, including but not limited to, any enforcement of the rules and
regulations presently in effect or hereafter adopted by the Association. It is requested that the Membership be entered as follows:

Membership
Name Location of Herd

PLEASE PRINT (Limit Name to 24 Spaces) (City) (County) (State)
Mail Address

(P.O. Box, or Street) (City) (County) (State) (Zip)

E-Mail Date of Birth (If under 21 years of age)
Phone # Home ( ) Signed
Phone # Business ( ) Date
Fax # ( )

[J Fee of $80.00 is enclosed and includes a one year subscription to Angus Journal
[J Certificates enclosed for correction
(0 Enclosed is my membership fee of $30.00. | understand this membership does not include subscription to the

Angus Journal. Initial here

Corporations — In case of a corporation, the corporate name
shall be entered on the application, which is to be signed by a
duly authorized officer, and below, on this side, at least two of-
ficers of the corporation shall sign their names.

Partnerships — In case of a firm or partnership, the name

of the firm or partnership shall be entered on the application,
which is to be signed by one of the partners, and below, on this
side, all partners shall sign their names.

President

Vice Pres.

Secretary

Treasurer

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING BEFORE FILLING IN APPLICATION; THEN DETACH

Regular membership may be applied for in the name of a person; a farm or ranch name; a partnership; or a corporation. Membership
fees are payable at the time the application is submitted.

Your regular membership is good for one year. Thereafter, annual dues are required for all regular memberships.

Application should show the name in which the membership is to be entered. If animal registrations are to be applied for in an
individual’s name the membership should be in the name of the individual; if by a partnership the membership should be in the
exact name of the partnership; if by a corporation the membership should be in the exact corporate name. All partners in a
partnership, and at least two officers of a corporation must sign their names on the application.

The length of the membership name and location must not exceed 40 spaces, for example:

1 23 45 6 7 8 910111213 14151617 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40
J] ones & Smi th Catt |l e C o R o c k R i v err I A

WHEN SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION PLEASE ENCLOSE THE REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES OF THE ANGUS CATTLE YOU NOW
OWN. ASSOCIATION RECORDS ARE KEPT IN MEMBER AND NON-MEMBER SECTION OF THE FILES, AND THE CERTIFICATES WILL
ENABLE US TO REMOVE THEIR RECORD FROM THE NON-MEMBER GROUP AND PLACE THEM UNDER YOUR NAME IN THE
MEMBERSHIP SECTION. YOUR REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES WILL BE RE-ISSUED SHOWING YOUR EXACT MEMBERSHIP NAME
AND MEMBER CODE NUMBER. THIS WILL GREATLY FACILITATE REGISTRATION OF NEW CALVES WHEN YOU SUBMIT APPLICATIONS
OR TRANSFER ANIMALS YOU NOW OWN.
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