
My fa t h e r ’ s bi rt h day was in Feb r u a ry,
and eve ry year at t h is time I think a b o u t
him. He was a grea t sto ck man and trul y
l oved anima l a g r i cul tu re. I ca n ’ t h e l p
bu t t h i n k a b o u t h ow much things ha ve
cha nged si n ce he was born. Te ch n ol o gy
has ce rta i nl y cha nged eve ry fa ce t o f o u r
l i ves. T ha t is esp e cia ll y true in
a g r i cul tu re and the beef busi n ess .

A s I visi t with beef p ro d u ce rs, one
to p i c t ha t a l ways s e e m s to come up is

the eve r-ad va n ci ng cost o f r un n i ng a
cow - ca l f o p e ration. Most fa r m e rs a n d
ra n ch e rswo r k ha rd at ke e p i ng their
cost s d own, and they use te ch n ol o gyto
help acco m pl ish tha t task. Ma ny
ca t t lemen ha ve used Ang us ge n e t i cs
b e ca use they a re tro u ble - f ree and exce l
in perfo r ma n ce. In other wo rds, they
can run more ca t t le with less labor and
less i n pu t and st ill p ro d u ce at t h e
h i g h est le ve l. Howe ve r, ma ny o f t h es e

good ca t t lemen st ill s e ll their ca t t le as a
co m m o d i t y p ro d u c t.

Ea r n i ng wha t i t ’ s wo rt h
I f you ha ve used Ang us ge n e t i cs a n d

st ill s e ll your ca t t le at co m m o d i t y p r i ces ,
you are not rea p i ng the full b e n e f i t s o f
your invest m e n t. The Ang us S o u rce
p ro g ram was d e veloped to help yo u
re ce i ve fair value for your Ang us -si re d
feeder ca t t le and re pla ce m e n t fe ma les .

AngusSource is a tagging and
marketing program that will convey
source genetic and process
information about your cattle to
prospective buyers. The program was
developed to be easy to use and as
flexible as possible, and yet relay all
the important information about your
cattle to the buying public.

The onl y re q u i re m e n t s a re tha t t h e
ca t t le be si red by a reg iste red Ang us
bull and tha t bull be pro p e r l y
t ra ns fe r red into the ow n e rship of t h e
p ro d u cer of the ca t t le to be enrolled in
the pro g ram, leased to the owner of t h e
ca t t le to be enrolled, or an AI si re. T h e
ta gsm ust be pu rchased by the origina l
owner of the ca t t le, and the ca t t le must
be ta gged prior to lea vi ng the pre m is es
o f origin. 
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F ig. 1: Ang us S o u rce feeder ca t t le ma r ke t i ng docu m e n t

F ig. 2: Ang us S o u rce Web si te list i ng
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A fter the ca t t le are ta gged, the
owner can ha ve the American Ang us
A ss o ciation pre pa re a ma r ke t i ng
d o cu m e n t (see Fig.1) on the ca t t le. T h e
p ro d u cer may use this d o cu m e n t i n
re p res e n t i ng the ca t t le at the time of
sa le. The Ass o ciation will then post
t h is i n fo r mation on the Ang us S o u rce
Web si te for 90 days prior to ma r ke t i ng
(see Fig. 2). In addition, the ma r ke t i ng
i n fo r mation will be sent to more tha n
400 prosp e c t i ve buye rs and fe e d l o t s .
T h is number incl u d esa ll o f t h e
Ce rtified Ang us Be e f L LC ( C A B ) -
l i ce nsed feedlots. 

The onl y cost o f the pro g ram is t h e
cost o f the ta gs. The visu a l ta gs s e ll fo r
$1, and the ma tched pair [visu a l ta g
pl us a radio fre q u e n c y i d e n t i f i ca t i o n
(RFID) tag] sell for $3.25. 

For fu rther info r mation about t h e
A ng us S o u rce pro g ram, co n ta c t t h e
A ss o ciation Co m m e rcia l P ro g ra m s
De pa rt m e n t a t (816) 383-5100 or yo u r
l o ca l A ng us s e e dsto ck p ro d u ce r. 

$ W for the co m m e rcial ma n
With the Sp r i ng 2005 Nationa l

Ca t t le Evaluation (NCE), the
A ss o ciation has re leased another new
bi o e co n o m i c i n d ex. It’s ca lled the
Weaned Ca l f $ Value, or $W. It jo i ns t h e
$ Va l u est ha t we re re leased last sp r i ng ,
w h i ch include Fe e d l o t Value ($F), Grid
Value ($G) and Be e f Value ($B). T h es e
$ Va l u esa re mul t i - t ra i t s e le c t i o n
i n d exes t ha t a re ex p ressed in dolla rs
per head. T h e y a re developed for us e
by co m m e rcia l p ro d u ce rs and are a
si m ple and eas y way to re d u ce the
s e lection for seve ra l t ra i t s to a si ng le
value. You will n o t i ce these $Va l u es i n
the Sp r i ng 2005 si re su m ma ry.

A new look a t cal vi ng eas e
Also new with this sp r i ng ’ s A ng us

Si re Evaluation Rep o r t a re heife r
ca l vi ng ease ex p e c ted pro ge ny
d i f fe re n ces ( E P Ds) for both ca l vi ng
ease dire c t ( CED) and ca l vi ng eas e
ma te r na l ( CEM). T h ese are new to ols
a va ila ble to help in the selection of
si res based on ease of ca l vi ng. T h e y
a re ex p ressed as a diffe re n ce in
p e rce n ta ge of unassisted bi rt h s o f f i rst-
ca l f h e i fe rs, with a higher va l u e
i n d i ca t i ng grea ter ca l vi ng ease. CE D
p re d i c t s the ave ra ge diffe re n ce in eas e
with which a si re ’ s ca l ves will be born
when bred to first- ca l f h e i fe rs. CE M
p re d i c t s the ave ra ge ease with which a
si re ’ s da u g h te rswill ca l ve as f i rst- ca l f
h e i fe rs when co m pa red to da u g h te rso f
other si res .

I n fo r mation on these new
e n ha n ce m e n t s to the ge n e t i c s e le c t i o n
to ols o f the American Ang us A ss o cia t i o n
a re ava ila ble online on the Ass o cia t i o n
Web si te, w w w.a ng u s .o rg / s i reeval /
i nd e x. ht m l, or from the Ass o cia t i o n
Pe rfo r ma n ce Pro g ra m s De pa rt m e n t.

Us e ful to ols for the fu tu re
Te ch n ol o gyhas a ll owed us to ha ve

t h is new info r mation ava ila ble so tha t
we can do a better job of b re e d i ng ca t t le .
For ma ny o f us t h isnew info r ma t i o n
a pp ea rsto be a little bi t ove rw h e l m i ng
a t f i rst, bu t with just a little stu d y I am
su re tha t you will come to app re cia te the
added info r mation. 

A s I think o f a ll the ad va n ce m e n t s
t ha t ha ve occu r red si n ce my father was a
yo ung man, I rea l i ze how lucky we are to

l i ve in an age where we ha ve all t h es e
to ols a va ila ble to us. Our job is to us e
t h ese to ols to our benefit and to
continue to develop new and bette r
m e t h o ds o f b e e f p roduction for fu tu re
ge n e ra t i o ns .

If you have used Angus

genetics and still sell your

cattle at commodity

prices, you are not

reaping the full benefits

of your investment.


