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When David Bechtol was honored 
at the 2013 Feeding Quality Forums 
with the Industry Achievement Award, 
colleagues and clients caught a glimpse of 
the recent history that laid the foundation 
for many of the ways they handle cattle 
health today. 

“As one of the very first veterinary 
feedlot consultants, he evolved with a very 
young cattle-feeding industry as it was 
starting up and maturing,” John Pollreisz 
said. “The role of the 
veterinary feedlot consultant 
grew as the industry did — 
it went hand in hand.”

Pollreisz, now managing 
veterinarian for beef cattle 
at Zoetis, started working 
for Bechtol at the Palo Duro 
Consultation Research & 
Feedlot practice in the late 
1980s, when the practice 
had 11 years of work 
behind it. Bechtol began 
the consulting business after 
nearly a decade in general 
practice in Dimmitt, Texas. 

It was in Dimmitt that he 
realized a different approach 
to cattle production called 
for a different approach to 
animal health. One of the 
first “bad wrecks” he saw 
in cattle health was near the first attempt 
to feed tens of thousands of animals in 
a confined system. Reducing death loss 
became a very apparent priority. 

“I knew at that time I was going to 
have to get more involved with the total 
program — not just the individual animal 
— and really come up with some ideas,” 
Bechtol said. “All of a sudden, I became 
a feedlot consultant rather than just an 
individual animal treater.”

His influence didn’t stop with the 
animal. 

Bechtol was well-known for his human 
customer service, too, and a knack for 
connecting with feedlot employees to help 
them help the animals under their care. 

“He’d spend a lot of time working in 
the feedlot itself, very hands-on, working 
with the cattle health personnel, helping 
them identify health problems and 
medication,” Pollreisz said. “Dr. Bechtol is 
very innovative and service-oriented in his 
approach to his feedlot customers.”

As he spent more time in the budding 
feedlot business, it became clear that more 

research, data and assistance would be 
needed to allow the industry to continue 
to grow in a healthy manner. Bechtol 
found a solution to that, too.

His “Cattle Accounting System” was 
one of the original recordkeeping systems 
for animal health in the early 1970s. 

“With that, we could become more 
precise in what we were trying to do, 
what our goals were, and also evaluate 
our processing and treatment programs 
and come up with better answers in the 
feedlot,” Bechtol said. “So we progressed 
from being an individual animal treater to 
a person that had computerized records 
and was setting up goals.”

Even that wasn’t 
enough to satisfy his 
desire for data and 
research-based health 
decisions. In 1979, 
he founded a private 
research facility, Agri 
Research Center Inc., to 
perform research trials 
in his own scientifically 
controlled environment. 

“Because of his work, 
we’re making far more 
objective, science-based 
decisions on health and 
how that affects economic 
parameters within the 
cattle-feeding industry,” 
Pollreisz said. 

Since its inception, 
the research facility has 
conducted more than 575 

trials, Bechtol said, including research on 
vaccines, antibiotics, implants and more. 
However, he said, some advances and 
results from the decades of trials still shine 
above the rest in his mind. 

“The thing I would be most proud 
of is the way we have been able to set 
up a bovine respiratory disease (BRD) 
complex,” Bechtol said. “It set up a model 
that we can evaluate products that would 
be repeatable and show good statistical 
design.”

Larry Corah, vice president of supply 
for Certified Angus Beef (CAB) brand, 
explained that it wasn’t just Bechtol’s 
desire to acquire animal health data that 
made him unique in those early years, 
but his interest in then sharing it for the 
improvement of the entire industry. 

“He played a key role in not only 
working with those feedlots, but also 
knowing that data needed to be collected 
and shared,” Corah said. “Having that 
documentation — and also the analysis 
of what problems they may have had — 
allows them to create health procedures 

that played off past issues and dictated 
future health programs. That was huge in 
developing the feedlot business.”

As a charter member, first president 
and now lifetime member of the Academy 
of Veterinary Consultants, Bechtol used 
that data and information to bring the 
young, emerging industry together. 

“When we graduated from veterinary 
school back in the mid- to late-’60s, we 
weren’t taught feedlot medicine on a 
routine basis. So there were several of us 
who got together and said, ‘Well, we need 
to exchange some ideas on what are you 
doing here? How are you doing that?’ ” 
Bechtol recalled. “Now the Academy has 
grown from that original 11 or 12 people 
to over 750 veterinarians and more than 
40 states involved.”

Bechtol is also past president of the 
Texas Veterinary Medical Association, 
American Association of Bovine 
Practitioners, American Society of 
Agricultural Consultants and committee 
and council member in the American    
Veterinary Medical Association. 

“In every profession there is an 
identified leader, a pioneer, an individual 
who is really looked up to by the 
profession,” Corah said. “David Bechtol 
is truly one of those industry leaders. You 
always hear a positive response to the 
mention of his name, not only because 
of his incredible skill set, but also for his 
leadership in the industry.”

Bechtol was honored at the seventh 
annual Feeding Quality Forum Aug. 20 
in Omaha, Neb., and Aug. 22 in Garden 
City, Kan., where he shared insights with 
the audiences. 

“He’s shown us all what a good 
veterinarian looks like,” Pollreisz said. 
“He really set the stage for subsequent 
vets to see a very ethical, service-oriented, 
high-integrity approach to veterinary 
medicine.”

Editor’s Note: Laura Nelson, a former writer for 
Certified Angus Beef LLC, is general manager and 
editor of Big Timber Pioneer, Big Timber, Mont. 
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Bechtol Wins Industry 
Achievement Award

Veterinarian David Bechtol received the Industry Achievement Award at the Feeding Quality Forums in 
Omaha, Neb., and Garden City, Kan., in late August. In a video clip provided by Certified Angus Beef 
LLC and the American Angus Association, he describes some of the advancements in feedlot health 
made during his career. The video is available online at www.youtube.com/watch?v=zu1S1z_h7AM .
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