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Break the Cycle
Protect cattle from parasites; clean up pastures.
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To demonstrate this, a study
was conducted in Oregon — where
temperatures can fluctuate — during two
weeks in the winter.2 During the study,
temperatures never got above freezing.
Results varied; however, parasite-naive
calves turned out on contaminated
pastures on one operation picked up as
many as 200,000 nematodes.
“This study shows that if cattle
are exposed to pastures they continue
to ingest parasites during the winter
months,” Hurtig says. “It is essential to
break the life cycle of the parasites when
they are in the cattle to help reduce
pasture re-contamination.”
He adds that producers should discuss
a strategy with their veterinarian to help
ensure cattle are protected from parasites
all year.
“Producers may not realize it, but
parasite control treatments are only
effective against worms for the day
you treat in the case of some white
dewormers, and 14 to 28 days for
endectocides, depending on the product
used and the parasite,3 ” he says.
He adds that it is equally important
that producers use products that are
effective against the economically
important parasites in their area. For

example, not all products control liver
flukes, so Hurtig says producers need to
make sure they use a product labeled for
liver fluke control, such as Ivomec® Plus
(ivermectin/clorsulon).
Parasite control has been identified as
the most economically important practice
to beef production.4 However, Hurtig
says, for a parasite program to be most
effective, producers should use products
they can trust.

Editor’s Note: This article is adapted from
a release provided by Merial. For more
information, contact your local Merial Sales
Representative or visit www.merial.com.
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