Purchased Hay May Carry Liver Flukes

Drought-stricken producers buying hay that is taken from an area known to of several months. Cattle can ingest those ~ weights, pregnancy rates and rate of
hay from out of state may need to take have flukes,” says James Hawkins, associate  cysts and become infected with liver gain, and, in some cases, can even
extra precautions when it comes to parasite  director of Merial Veterinary Professional ~ flukes.” cause death. With continuing drought
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opportunities to spread by hay and
through infected cattle being sold and
distributed throughout the country.

“Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and
"Tennessee are in a severe drought,”
says Christine Navarre, Louisiana
State University (LSU) Extension
veterinarian. “Producers are downsizing
herds and bringing in hay from
surrounding areas known for liver flukes.
At this point, feeding hay is about the
only thing producers can do if they want
to keep their catde.”

If liver flukes are introduced to new
areas through hay or purchased cattle,
producers may face even greater losses if
proper precautions aren’t taken.

“When liver fluke-infected cattle
are combined with cattle naive to the
parasite, the naive cattle are more
likely to develop clinical disease instead
of the subclinical disease normally
seen in fluke-endemic regions,”
Navarre says. “And that means greater
production losses. Also, liver flukes can
become established in the area, and
then producers will have an ongoing
problem.”

Liver flukes or other internal parasite
loads can further undermine cattle that
are already nutritionally compromised
due to drought.

“If cattle are nutridonally deprived
and have parasites, health and
development problems can compound
other health issues,” Navarre says.

“The overall health of the cattle will
continue to decline, and they likely will
not recover as quickly when conditions
return to normal. The bottom line is that
producers will sacrifice profits if parasites
aren’t controlled.”

Hawkins says producers should
continue to treat cattle for parasites
during and after drought. Plus, he says,
producers purchasing hay or cattle from
liver fluke-endemic regions should be
sure to include liver fluke control as part
of a strategic parasite control program.

“Not all parasite control products
kill liver flukes, so producers should
be sure to read product labels carefully
or contact their local veterinarian to
learn more about liver fluke treatment
options,” Hawkins advises.

Editor’s Note: This release provided by Merial.
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