
The Texas and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association (TSCRA) announced 
that the 138th annual Cattle Raisers 
Convention, the organization’s biggest 
ranching industry event of the year, is 
scheduled for March 27-29, 2015, at the 
Fort Worth Convention Center in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Vicente Fox, president of Mexico from 
2000 to 2006, will be the keynote speaker 
at the opening general session. He will 
share stories of his prior experiences 
working to build a strong relationship 
between the United States and Mexico. 
Fox will also take questions from cattle 
raisers at the close of his speech.

Former First Lady Laura Bush has been 
invited to speak at the opening general 
session of the convention. Bush is actively 
involved in issues of national and global 
concern, with a particular emphasis on 
education, health care, human rights and 
the preservation of our nation’s heritage. 
Bush will discuss her role as a founder of 
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“Taking Care of Texas,” which is an 
organization that promotes successful 
land, water and wildlife conservation 
practices.

Sylvia Longmire, author of Border 
Insecurity, will also speak at the general 
opening session on the challenges of 
border security and illegal immigration 
issues. Longmire is a retired Air Force 
captain and former special agent with the 
Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations.

Additionally, the School for 
Successful Ranching and issues sessions 
will feature 25 educational programs 
and a world-class lineup of subject-
matter experts who will provide insights 
into current ranching topics and 
practical tools attendees can take back to 
their ranch.

The Cattle Raisers Expo is the largest 
annual ranching exposition in the region 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service has arranged two-day 
schools this spring for adult children 
and grandchildren of landowners 
who want to get involved in the 
family ranch.

Generation Next: Our Turn to 
Ranch School will be hosted at three 
locations in the state beginning in 
early March, according to Megan 
Clayton, AgriLife Extension range 
management specialist, Corpus 
Christi.

“The schools are for anybody 
interested in starting an agricultural 
business,” Clayton said, “but we 
especially want to provide this 
opportunity for children and 
grandchildren of landowners. Staying 
connected to the family ranch is 
difficult, especially when there’s not 
an obvious way to make a profit.”

Many end up needing to find 
careers outside the property, making 
it difficult for them to return to the 
ranch when their parents or 
grandparents are ready to retire, she 
said.

“As a result, we’ve seen a decline 
in the number of agricultural 
properties staying in the family,” 
Clayton said. “So this school helps 
heirs explore profitable enterprises 
to supplement existing ranching 
operations. This two-day school is a 
great place to start for those wanting 
to get into or stay involved in the 
ranching business.”

The schools will take place March 

AgriLife Extension 
classes tackle how to 
profitably get involved 
in the family ranch

2015 Cattle Raisers Convention Scheduled for March 27-29 in Fort Worth
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and will play host to more than 200 
companies bringing the newest products 
and services to ranchers and landowners. 
A new addition for the 2015 Expo will be 
live cattle-handling demonstrations, 
which will take place inside the Fort 
Worth Convention Center. The 
demonstrations will teach attendees how 
to handle cattle in a safe, low-stress 
manner.

Rounding out the program are 
entertainment options such as the 
Cattle Raisers Dinner and Dance, 
Young Cattle Raisers’ After Party, the 
Texas Beef Council Fun Run and Walk, 
and the closing Luncheon Swing 
Riders Show featuring Doc and Mike 
Blakely.

“We’re looking forward to another 
great Cattle Raisers Convention,” said 
Pete Bonds, TSCRA president. “The 
unique combination of speakers and 
educational programs, focused on issues 
of importance to ranchers, makes this a 

can’t-miss event for any cattle raiser or 
landowner.”

Day registration begins at only $100. 
The Cattle Raisers Convention full 
registration includes: 
xAccess to the Cattle Raisers Expo, 

including lunch on Friday and Saturday, 
and Friday’s welcome reception; 

xOpening general session and closing 
general session luncheon;

xAll School for Successful Ranching 
programs;

xAll information sessions hosted by 
TSCRA committees; and

xCattle Raisers Dance and Dinner.
The Cattle Raisers Convention hotels 

are within easy walking distance of the 
Convention Center. Rooms are expected 
to book quickly, so those interested should 
register as soon as possible.

More information and registration links 
are available at www.tscra.org/convention.

All members of the media are invited to 
attend. For media registration, please 
contact Laramie Adams at  
ladams@tscra.org.

Editor’s Note: This article is from the TSCRA.

5-6 in San Angelo, March 12-13 in 
Stephenville, and April 9-10 in 
Corpus Christi.

The registration fee is $100 per 
school until two weeks prior to the 
course; $175 thereafter. College 
students currently enrolled can 
attend for $75. The fee includes two 
days of classes from expert 
instructors, a resource notebook and 
a jump drive containing resource 
publications and materials, five 
meals and a certificate of 
completion at the end of the course.

Registration will be limited to the 
first 50 participants, so early signup 
is encouraged.

Topics to be addressed by expert 
speakers include:

xHow to start an agricultural 
business;

xUnderstanding business taxes;
xMarketing your products and 

yourself;
xUsing technology to your benefit;
xHow to set up grazing and 

wildlife management leases;
xMulti-generational ranching;
xUnderstanding market 

fluctuations;
xLand management techniques;
xCoping with invasive species; and
xAlternative operations to add to 

the business.
“Staying connected to the land 

and finding your place in the family 
ranch can be difficult, but these 
schools are specifically designed to 
provide ideas and direction to make 
multi-generational ranching 
successful.”

To register, go to https://
agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ESSM or 
call 979-845-2604.

— by Rod Santa Ana,  
Texas A&M AgriLife Today
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