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At 5:15 a.m. on Black Friday, I was 
racing down the blacktop, heading out to 
get the deal of the day. I had called the 
store the night before to find out just how 
much they had in stock. 

“No limit, and we have 20 rolls,” the 
clerk told me. Saving $14 on 20 rolls 
equals $280! Whew, that was going to be 
the buy of the day. I wanted to be the first 
one to the farm store to get those 20 rolls 
of barbed wire. 

The marketing concept of Black Friday 
began in the 1970s, and has since cre-
ated incredible results for retail stores. 
Utilizing AngusSource® in your herd 
could be a great marketing idea, too, and 
it’s never too soon to start thinking about 
marketing your calves. 

I won’t guarantee Black Friday results, 
but enrolling in AngusSouce and utiliz-
ing our free online marketing support is 
an easy way to increase the number of 
people who know you have calves for 
sale. Plus, it adds value to your calves by 
documenting their group age and source, 
which is currently needed for the export 
market. 

Producers who enroll their calves in 
AngusSource can utilize the online listing 
site to let more than 600 potential buyers 
know, via email twice per week, when 
and where their Angus-sired calves are 
selling. Now, this may not reach as many 
people as the Black Friday ads, but you 
can sign up to receive our free email at 
www.angus.org/angussource/Feedyards/
EmailSubscriptionSearch.aspx.

We send out an email each Sunday 
listing the calves that will be selling that 
week (see example), and every Tues-
day another email is sent with a list of 
calves that are new to the site. The listing 
highlights basic information for each lot, 
such as owner, origin, sale date and loca-
tion, number of head, average weight, 
and group age. An unofficial verification 
certificate for each group of calves is also 
available by clicking on the highlighted 
information on the site. 

The unofficial verification certifi-
cate lists which program the calves are 
enrolled in, the group age and source of 
the calves. If the calves are enrolled in 
AngusSource, you will find a 
list of all the regis-
tered Angus 
bulls that 
were used 
to sire the 
enrolled 
calf crop and 
the current 
expected prog-
eny differences 
(EPDs) and dol-
lar value indexes 
($Values) of those 
sires. 

$Values are 
multi-trait selection 
indexes, expressed 
in dollars per head, 
to compare animals 
based on preweaning 
performance merit, or 
weaned calf value ($W); 
postweaning performance 
merit, or feedlot value 
($F); or postweaning and 
carcass value, or beef value 
($B). When the potential 
buyer looks at the unofficial 
verification certificate, he can 
see genetic predictors that may 
help guide his buying decisions. 
If you would like to learn more 
about $Values, visit our website 
at www.angus.org/pub/adv/
DollarValue_W.pdf.

Research suggests that approxi-
mately 70%-75% of buyers research 
major purchases. The unofficial 
verification certificate is a valuable tool 
for buyers to research their potential 
investment. After all, with corn and cattle 
prices what they are, purchasing calves is 
a major investment. 

Knowledge is power, and both buyers 
and producers want the most up-to-date 
information at their fingertips to make 
the best decision. Black Friday comes 
once a year, and you likely market your 
calf crop once per year, too. Utilize every 
marketing avenue. Maybe your buyer will 
be driving down the highway at 5:15 a.m. 
to get the deal of the day because he 
knows your calves will grow, grade and 
make him a profit.

Editor’s Note: Ginette Kurtz is manager 
of AngusSource for the American Angus 
Association.

The Source
by GINETTE KURTZ, American Angus Association

The unofficial verification certificate: Your ‘Black Friday’ ad

Producers who enroll their 

calves in AngusSource can 

utilize the online listing site 

to let more than 600 potential 

buyers know, via email twice 

per week, when and where their 

Angus-sired calves are selling.
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From:	
  Angu
sSour

ce	
  <angussource@angus.org>

Reply-­‐To:	
  <angussource@angus.org>

Date:	
  Sun,
	
  22	
  Ja

n	
  201
2	
  23:0

1:05	
  -­‐
0600

To:	
  Shau
na	
  Ro

se	
  He
rmel	
  <shermel@angusjournal.com>

Subject:	
  Ang
usSou

rce	
  Ca
ttle	
  O

ffered
	
  for	
  sa

le	
  the
	
  Week	
  o

f	
  Jan	
  2
2	
  -­‐	
  Jan

	
  29

Angus-influenced	
  Sale
s,	
  Sto

cker/F
eeder

	
  Cattl
e	
  and

	
  Repla
cement/B

reedin
g	
  Fem

ales	
  li
sted	
  o

n	
  AngusSource®	
  for	
  

the	
  w
eek	
  o

f	
  Jan	
  2
2	
  -­‐	
  Jan

	
  29

Cattle
	
  on	
  th

e	
  Ang
usSou

rce/G
ateway	
  Lis

ting	
  S
ite	
  are

	
  availa
ble	
  fo

r	
  sale.

The	
  A
ngusS

ource
	
  and	
  G

ateway	
  pro
grams	
  are	
  o

perat
ed	
  un

der	
  th
e	
  Ang

usSou
rce	
  Pr

ocess
	
  Verif

ied	
  Pr
ogram

	
  (PVP)
.

Angus
Sourc

e	
  veri
fies	
  so

urce,	
  
group

	
  age	
  a
nd	
  ge

netics
	
  (sired

	
  by	
  re
gister

ed	
  An
gus	
  bu

ll)

Gatew
ay	
  ver

ifies	
  s
ource

	
  and	
  g
roup	
  a

ge	
  on
ly.

Only	
  l
ots	
  ca

rrying
	
  the	
  U

SDA	
  P
roces

s	
  Veri
fied	
  s

hield	
  
on	
  the

ir	
  Ver
ificati

on	
  Ce
rtifica

te	
  are
	
  Proce

ss	
  Ver
ified.	
  

Addit
ional	
  

inform
ation	
  

listed
	
  on	
  th

e	
  doc
ument	
  su

ch	
  as	
  
vaccin

ation	
  
inform

ation	
  
is	
  sup

plied	
  
by	
  the

	
  seller
	
  and	
  i

s	
  not	
  
part	
  o

f	
  

the	
  An
gusSo

urce	
  P
VP.	
  

Complete	
  
inform

ation	
  
about

	
  the	
  c
alves	
  

can	
  b
e	
  view

ed	
  by
	
  clicki

ng	
  on
	
  the	
  p

roduc
er's	
  n

ame	
  in	
  th
e	
  listin

g.	
  To	
  
reque

st	
  the
	
  

Verifi
cation

	
  Certif
icate	
  

conta
ct	
  the

	
  seller
	
  or	
  An

gusSo
urce	
  w

ith	
  th
e	
  Lot	
  

ID.

Click	
  h
ere	
  to	
  a

ccess	
  
all	
  cur

rent	
  A
ngusS

ource
®	
  listin

gs.	
  

Brief	
  l
isting

s	
  are	
  i
n	
  alph

abetic
al	
  ord

er	
  by	
  
state	
  

below
.	
  

Replacement/Breeding Females

Angus-influenced sales Search	
  all	
  FEEDER CALF LISTINGS

State/Country:	
  Colorado

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Radio
	
  Frequ

ency	
  T
ags

Source:	
  CO

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Bruce Mann

Phone:	
  (970
)	
  362-­‐

4269

E-­‐mail:	
  bmann@plainstel.com

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  burli
ngton

	
  livest
ock	
  

market,
	
  burlin

gton	
  c
o

Date	
  of	
  Sale:	
  01/2
6/12

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Head Class Avg	
  Wt. 	
  

105 Steers
550 	
  

65 Heifer
s

525 	
  

Group	
  Age:	
  03/1
1/11

State/Country:	
  Kansas

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Visua
l	
  Tags

Source:	
  KS

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Five K Angus

Phone:	
  (785
)	
  475-­‐

2427

E-­‐mail:	
  tsketterl@wildblue.net

Pfizer wean vac

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  Ober
lin	
  Liv

estoc
k,	
  

Oberl
in,	
  KS

	
  6774
9

Date	
  of	
  Sale:	
  01/2
3/12

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Head Class Avg	
  Wt. 	
  

80 Steers
825 	
  

	
  
	
  

Group	
  Age:	
  01/1
4/11

State/Country:	
  Nebraska

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Visua
l	
  Tags

Source:	
  NE

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Brush Creek Ranch

Phone:	
  (308
)	
  748-­‐

2235

E-­‐mail:	
  dschroeder@nebnet.net

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  Vale
ntine	
  

Livest
ock,	
  

Valen
tine,	
  N

E

Date	
  of	
  Sale:	
  01/2
6/12

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Head Class Avg	
  Wt. 	
  

70 Steers
625 	
  

	
  
	
  

Group	
  Age:	
  03/0
7/11

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Visua
l	
  Tags

Source:	
  NE

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Tom A Ramm

Phone:	
  (402
)	
  376-­‐

1219

E-­‐mail:	
  

rammranch@river.threeriverwb.net

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  Vale
ntine	
  

Livest
ock,	
  

Valen
tine,	
  N

E

Date	
  of	
  Sale:	
  01/2
6/12

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Head Class 	
   	
  

300
Steers

	
  

	
  
	
  

Group	
  Age:	
  03/0
4/11

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Radio
	
  Frequ

ency	
  T
ags

Source:	
  NE

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Lonny Franssen

Phone:	
  (402
)	
  482-­‐

5599

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  Burw
ell	
  Liv

estoc
k	
  

Auctio
n,	
  Bur

well,	
  NE

Date	
  of	
  Sale:	
  01/2
7/12

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Head Class 	
   	
  

60 Steers
	
  

	
  
	
  

Group	
  Age:	
  03/0
7/11

State/Country:	
  Oklahoma

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Visua
l	
  Tags

Source:	
  OK

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Dwight Simpson

Phone:	
  (405
)	
  452-­‐

3529

E-­‐mail:	
  

hopeminerals@plainsnet.net

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  Okla
homa	
  City

	
  

Natio
nal	
  St

ockya
rds,	
  O

klaho
ma	
  City

,	
  

OK
Date	
  of	
  Sale:	
  01/2

3/12

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Shoul
d	
  fit	
  "

Natur
al"

beef	
  p
rogra

ms

Head Class Avg	
  Wt. 	
  

16 Steers
650 	
  

	
  
	
  

Group	
  Age:	
  02/1
0/11

Search	
  all	
  REPLACEMENT/BREEDING FEMALES LISTINGS	
  	
  (Top)

State/Country:	
  Idaho

ANGUSSOURCE	
  -­‐	
  source,	
  age	
  and	
  genetically	
  verified

Visua
l	
  Tags

Source:	
  ID

(	
  Click
	
  name	
  for	
  d

etails.
	
  )

Shooting Star Ranch

Phone:	
  (208
)	
  934-­‐

5920

E-­‐mail:	
  helenf@northrim.net

Location	
  of	
  Sale:	
  Dire
ct	
  from

	
  

farm/ranch

%	
  Blk	
  Hides:	
  100

Open	
  Heifers

Head	
  43

Avg	
  Wt:	
  600
Age:	
  6.5

Group	
  Age:	
  02/2
6/11

AngusSource®

You	
  h
ave	
  th

e	
  righ
t	
  to	
  un

subsc
ribe	
  a

t	
  any	
  
time.	
  

To	
  do
	
  so,	
  se

nd	
  an
	
  e-­‐ma

il	
  to	
  th
e	
  AngusSource Department.

Upon	
  
receip

t	
  of	
  yo
ur	
  req

uest	
  t
o	
  unsu

bscrib
e,	
  we	
  

will	
  im
media

tely	
  re
move

	
  your	
  
e-­‐mai

l	
  addr
ess	
  fro

m	
  the
	
  list.

This is an example of the listings emailed Jan. 22, 2012
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