
The Front Gate
by ALLEN MOCZYGEMBA, CEO, American Angus Association

2017 OFFICERS
Charlie Boyd II, president and chairman of the 
Board, Kentucky; cell: 606-584-5194; cboyd2@
maysvilleky.net • Kevin Yon, vice president and 
vice chairman of the Board, South Carolina; cell: 
803-622-4140; kyon@pbtcomm.net • John 
Pfeiffer Jr., treasurer, Oklahoma; cell: 405-880-
0862; pfeiffer@agristar.net

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2017 — Jerry Connealy, 
Nebraska; phone: 308-544-6552; jsconnealy@
gmail.com • David A. Dal Porto, California; cell: 
925-250-5304; dplangus@aol.com • John F. 
Grimes, Ohio; home: 937-764-1198; mcfarms@
cinci.rr.com; grimes.1@osu.edu • James W. 
Henderson, Texas; cell: 940-585-6171; 
jwhenderson@bradley3ranch.com • Dave 
Nichols, Iowa; phone: 641-369-2829; dave@
nicholsfarms.biz

Terms expiring in 2018 — James S. Coffey, 
Kentucky; cell: 859-238-0771; james@
branchviewangus.com • Chuck Grove, Virginia; 
cell: 816-390-6600; chuckgrove64@hotmail.com 
• Mike McCravy, Georgia; cell: 770-328-2047; 
mmcattle@yahoo.com • Don Schiefelbein, 
Minnesota; cell: 303-324-5149; dschiefel@
meltel.net • Mick Varilek, South Dakota; cell: 
605-680-2555; varilekangus@midstatesd.net  

Terms expiring in 2019 — Richard M. Dyar, 
Alabama; cell: 816-390-6601; rdyar@ 
farmerstel.com • Dave Hinman, Montana; cell: 
406-654-4656; hinmanangus@hotmail.com • 
Alan Miller, Illinois; cell: 217-840-6935; 
pvfangus@gmail.com • Jonathan Perry, 
Tennessee; cell: 931-703-6330; jjperry@
deervalleyfarm.com • Barry Pollard, Oklahoma; 
cell: 580-541-1022; barry@pollardfarms.com 

Industry appointments — CAB Board, Dwight 
‘Kip’ Palmer, Palmer Food Services, New York; 
office: 585-424-3210; kpalmer@ 
palmerfoods.com • AGI Board liaison, Larry 
Kuehn, U.S. Meat Animal Research Center, 
Nebraska; office: 402-762-4352; larry.kuehn@
ars.usda.gov • Foundation Board, Mark Duffell, 
Whitestone Farms, Virginia; cell: 703-930-1841; 
whitestoneangus@gmail.com • Angus 
Productions Inc. Board, Mitch Rouda, Farm 
Journal Media, Illinois; office: 847-318-0785; 
mrouda@farmjournal.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Allen Moczygemba, CEO; Richard E. Wilson, CFO; 
Diane Strahm, executive administrative assistant; 
Milford Jenkins, Angus Foundation president; 
Dan Moser, AGI president; Rick Cozzitorto, API 
president; Terry Cotton, vice president of sales; 
John Stika, CAB LLC president; Chris Stallo, vice 
president of operations

DEPARTMENTAL STAFF
Lou Ann Adams, director of information systems; 
Jerry Cassady, director of member services; 
Jaclyn Clark, director of events and education; 
David Gazda, director of field services; Ginette 
Gottswiller, director of commercial relations; 
Jason Kenyon, assistant director of information 
systems; Ladena Keuhn, director of human 
resources; Clint Mefford, director of 
communications; Kenny Miller, director of 
finance; Stephen Miller, director of genetic 
research; Kelli Retallick, director of genetic 
service; Chris Stephens, Angus Foundation 
assistant director of development; Brenda 
Weigert, operations coordinator for member 
services

american angus association®
3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997; phone: 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703;  
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Home again
We all know the feeling of returning 

home after a long trip. It’s typically a 
feeling of relief to be back in familiar 
surroundings with a sense of satisfaction 
in completing a safe, and hopefully 
productive, journey. Whether that 
return home is literal or figurative, it’s 
ultimately the same feeling.

Two faces return
I’m reminded of that familiar feeling 

of returning home as we welcome back 
two of our own to 
the Angus family. 

In late May, 
Sara Reardon 
joined the 
Association 
as general 
manager of Angus 
Productions 
Inc. (API). Many 
of you may 
remember Sara 
as an advertising 

coordinator at API from 2007 to 2013. In 
2013, she left the Association to pursue 

a career opportunity with Boehringer 
Ingelheim Vetmedica Inc. (BIVI) as a 
digital marketing specialist for the cattle 
industry. Last year Sara was promoted 
to senior digital marketing specialist 
at BIVI, where she facilitated and 
supported all digital marketing activities 
across business leadership, species and 
stakeholders. 

Sara brings a great organizational 
skill set to API and a passion for 
improving the reader and user 
experience. She, her husband, Brian, 
and their young daughter, Ruby, live on a 
legacy farm in Clarksdale, Mo.

At the helm
Also returning to the Association, 

albeit after a much longer absence, is 
Rick Cozzitorto, who early in his career 
served as the western regional manager 
in California. Rick will take the reins 
as president of API. He rejoins the 
Association having had a distinguished 
career in the livestock sector. After 
leaving the Association in the late 
1990s, he founded and served as CEO 

for TC Publishing, which published the 
California Cattleman. At the beginning 
of the century, Rick and his wife moved 

to the Midwest 
when he joined 
AgriLabs 
Pharmaceuticals 
in Saint 
Joseph, Mo., 
as a marketing 
business unit 
manager. 

In 2005, 
he accepted a 
position with 
Merck Animal 

Health as a senior regional sales 
manager in Fort Collins, Colo. In 2008, 
he was elevated to the role of marketing 
director for the U.S. dairy business. 
That role included a move back to the 
Midwest to the company headquarters in 
DeSoto, Kan. 

During the next few years, Rick took 
on additional responsibilities, first as the 
director of marketing and sales for U.S. 
swine/poultry and North American aqua, 

and then later as the business lead for 
U.S. swine and North American aqua. 
In his most recent role with Merck, he 
served as the executive director for U.S. 
cattle sales.

Rick brings a wealth of business 
experience and skills to API. More 
importantly, his outstanding leadership 
and communication skills will help 
accelerate our efforts to build a culture of 
empowerment and transparency within 
the organization.

While Rick is returning to his roots, 
so is his family. His wife, Melissa, has 
been actively involved with the Angus 
Auxiliary over the years while their 
daughter, Alexandria, currently serves 
as Miss Kansas Angus. In addition, 
the Cozzitorto family owns an Angus 
operation near Lawrence, Kan.

We’re fortunate to add two talented 
individuals to the Association. Best of 
all, they’re family. That makes having 
them as part of our team even better. 
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Sara Reardon

Rick Cozzitorto
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