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| often think about the cattle we
raised when | was growing up. To tell
you the truth, they were not very good.
| think they were pretty high-quality
for their time, but compared to today’s
cattle, they were not very good.

Now, as | have mentioned in this
column in the past, my father was truly
an exceptional cowman. He did all the
things necessary to raise a 100% calf
crop (or close to that anyway) year after
year. He did the best he could with the
knowledge available to him. But the
only tool he had for most of his life was
visual appraisal.

Changes and tools

We all realize that the beef industry
has changed since my father’s day. Yet,
the biggest change has been the cattle.
They are much better than the cattle
of my youth because we now have so
many more objective tools to use.

It is true that visual appraisal for
several traits affecting the usefulness of
cattle, such as structure and soundness,
is still important. Today, however, the
American Angus Association offers 17
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expected progeny differences (EPDs)
for economically important traits, plus
five dollar value indexes ($Values) to
objectively characterize seedstock for
the commercial cattleman.

For much of the country, bull sale
season is just getting ready to start.
The seedstock selections made by
commercial cow-calf producers will
affect their cow herds and their profit
picture foryears to come. If you are
going to be purchasing bulls this year,
be sure to use all the tools available to
you. Most Angus breeders provide all
the individual performance and EPDs
on all their bulls for sale, thus
allowing you to make informed
decisions.

Many of you who have purchased
bulls in the past will be receiving EPD
updates on your herd bull battery from
the Association soon. This update
will list all of the bulls 5 years old and
younger that the Association has listed
in your ownership (some of you will
have received this update in August
2006). The EPDs for each bull listed
will be updated to reflect the best and

most up-to-date information we have
regarding your herd bulls.

This list gives the commercial cow-
calf producer the opportunity to look at
all of his herd bulls’ EPDs in a concise
and easy-to-use form. By studying this
list, a producer may find performance
traits on which he or she may need to
put more or less emphasis in future
herd sire selections.

Another tool that is available is the
Association’s sire summary. This may
be used to look up and compare sires
that are used in the industry, and it also
provides you with valuable information
such as breed averages for all the
EPDs, genetic trends for traits and
much more useful information. The sire
summary is available online at www.
angussiresearch.com, or you may order
a hard copy for your use by calling the
Association.

Another great resource available to
commercial cow-calf operators looking
for Angus seedstock is the Association’s
regional managers. These gentlemen
work tirelessly to help registered and
commercial cattlemen with seedstock
purchases. If you do not know your
regional manager or how to contact him,
you can find his contact information on
page 89 or on the Association’s web
site, oryou can call (816) 383-5100 to
get that information.

I would be remiss if | didn’t take this
opportunity to encourage you to look at
the AngusSource® program in helping
you to market and receive true value
for your Angus-sired feeder calves or
replacement females. The AngusSource
program is a U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Process Verified
Program (PVP). This verifies age, source
and Angus-sired genetics. You can find
more information about AngusSource at
www.angussource.com or by contacting
the Association.

A better herd

As | reflect back on my youth | often
wonder what our family operation would
have been like if my father would have
had all the selection and marketing
tools that are available to us today. |
have to believe our herd would have
been better.

An even more important question
is, “What will your cow herd look like,
and what will your operation’s profit
picture be in the future?” The bull
selections you make this year will go a
long way in determining the answer to
that question. Use all the selection and
marketing tools available.
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