
Allowing the bull to run in the herd
y e a r- round provides limited opport u n i t y
to properly care for and manage him for
top perf o rmance. Even those bulls that
a re penned away from the cow herd are
often forgotten and receive limited
a t t e n t i o n .

Several items should be considere d
for fall and winter management of the
h e rd bull in a spring-breeding pro g r a m :

x What about the bull’s physical
condition? Examine the condition
of his feet and legs, as well as his
eyes. Bulls with physical pro b l e m s
in the fall will probably be worse in
the spring, which will limit their
re p roductive abilities. Bulls must
be able to observe cows in heat,
cover the pasture and successfully
mate with cows on their first heat
of the breeding season. 

x Bulls must be physically sound for
top re p roductive eff i c i e n c y. Bulls
with feet and leg problems that
cannot be corrected before the
b reeding season should be culled
and re p l a c e d .

x Do not contribute to feet and leg
p roblems by penning the bull in an
a rea that does not pro v i d e
o p p o rtunity for adequate exerc i s e .
Stamina is important. The bull is
an athlete and must be able to
maintain physical condition to be
ready for the breeding season.

x Check out the bull’s re p ro d u c t i v e
o rgans, both internally and
e x t e rn a l l y, before going into the
wintering period. Have a
veterinarian determine his
re p roductive potential before
winter feeding expenses occur.
Also, if the bull is determined to be
not satisfactory, this will pro v i d e
ample time to purchase a
re p l a c e m e n t .

x Evaluate the bull’s body condition
during the fall. If not in the desire d
condition, there will be ample time
to make needed corrections. Bulls
should be managed and fed to be
in a body condition score (BCS) of
5-6 (on a 9-point scale) at the start
of the breeding season. If bulls are
in a poor condition, with a BCS of
3-4, they will need to improve 2-3

The bull is likely to be the most
neglected individual in a large number of
cow-calf operations. Yet, he can be most
i m p o rtant in the re p roductive eff i c i e n c y
and profitability of the cow herd. He is
expected to mate with and settle cows on

their first heat during a short bre e d i n g
season. Proper care and management of
the bull during the off breeding season is
critical to his subsequent perf o rm a n c e
during the breeding season.

About one-third of Te n n e s s e e ’s cow-

calf producers have a calving season and
remove the bull from the cow herd, then
maintain him in a lot until the bre e d i n g
season gets under way the following year.
The other two-thirds of producers leave
the bull with the herd year- ro u n d .
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Wi n ter Ma nage m e n t o f the Herd Bull

It is important that the

herd bull’s physical

condition be evaluated in

the fall in order to make

management decisions to

be sure he is ready for the

breeding season.
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s c o res before initiation of the
b reeding season. Appro x i m a t e l y
100 pounds (lb.) of weight gain will
be needed to increase by one BCS.
Bulls with a BCS of 3-4 will need
to gain 100-300 lb. to be in
a p p ropriate condition. This
i m p rovement could be easily
realized in 2-4 months.  

x Do not overfeed and get the bulls
too fat. The mating desire, libido,
will be reduced if the bull is
c a rrying too much flesh.

x What is the age of the bull? After
bulls reach their sixth birt h d a y s ,
they will have re d u c e d
re p roductive potential as well as
physical problems. Bulls more than
6 years old should be candidates
for culling and marketing.

Another item that should be
c o n s i d e red is the genetic potential of the
bull in relation to the cow herd. Is there
a need for genetic improvement? Can
i m p roved genetics be purchased? What
would be the value of anticipated
i m p roved genetics in relation to the
cost? 

It is important that the herd bull’s
physical condition be evaluated in the
fall in order to make management
decisions to be sure he is ready for the
b reeding season. Bulls with pro b l e m s
should be marketed and re p l a c e d .
Remember that the bull’s re p ro d u c t i v e
potential is sensitive to the care and
management provided. 

For additional information on bull
management, contact your local
Extension off i c e .

Ed i to r ’ s N o te: T h i s article was w r i tten and
su p pl ied by J a m esN eel, pro f ess o r of animal
sc ie n ce at the Un ive r s i t y of Te n nessee. Fo r
m o re information co nta c t N eel at (865) 974-
7299 or j neel @ u t k .ed u .

All owi ng the bull to run in the herd yea r- ro un d
p rovi d esl i m i ted opp o rtun i t y to pro p e r l y ca re
for and ma na ge him for top perfo r ma n ce .
U n i ve rsi t y o f Te n n essee anima l sci e n t ist J a m es
N e e l p rovi d est i ps on how to ca re for bulls
d u r i ng the off s eason. [ P H OTO BY CO R I N N E PATT E R S O N ]

API offers growing list of topic sites
Producers have ready access to information on a growing list of

to p i c- o r i e n ted Web si tes co m p iled and hosted by A ng us P ro d u c t i o ns
I n c. (API), pu bl isher of the A ng u s J o u rn al and the A ng u s B ee f
B u ll e t i n . Each topic site is intended to be a portal to information,
including Angus Journal and Angus Beef Bulletin articles; articles
by other publications; news releases by academia, government

sources and industry; and links to other Web resources.
Cu r re n t to p i c si tes i n clude “Ang us I n te r na t i o nal,” “Be e f Cow 

E f f i ci e n c y,” “Body Condition S co r i ng,” “Co un t ry o f Origin Labeling , ”
and “Dea l i ng with Dro u g h t.” T h ese si tes a re ava ila ble by cl i cki ng the
VIP Web si tes l i n k a t w w w.a ng u s p ro d u c t i o ns .co m .


